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College Observatory (36), La Plata (7), Leipzig (9), Lisbon (5), 
Madrid (6), Marseilles (7), Mount Hamilton (5), Melbourne (8), 
Meudon (7), Mexico (6), Naples (5), Nice (8), Oxford (5)* 
Palermo (6), Paris (17 astronomers and many computers), Pots- 
dam (7), Pulkowa (16), Rio Janeiro (16), Rome (6), Santiago de 
Chile (5), Tacubaya (5), Toulouse (5), Vienna (7), Washington (7 
observers, 3 computers, 9 naval officers; total 19). E. S. H. 

The British Astronomical Society. 

"To the Editor of the [London] Times: 

" Sir : May I ask that you would call the attention of your read- 
ers to the establishment of a new astronomical society ? 

" It has been long felt that, admirably as the Royal Astronomical 
Society has always fulfilled its functions, it did not supply the wants 
of many who were yet greatly interested in astronomy. The sub- 
scription is too high, and the majority of papers too advanced for 
many; whilst as yet ladies are not admitted as Fellows. And, further, 
the work of organizing and directing amateur observers in astronom- 
ical observations lies quite outside the scheme of the Royal Astro- 
nomical Society. A society is therefore now in the course of forma- 
tion, the purpose of which is to secure the more thorough co-operation 
of astronomical observers throughout the country, and it is hoped 
that, having a much lower subscription and a less advanced charac- 
ter than the older society, it may meet the need of very many who 
found themselves precluded from joining the Royal Astronomical 
Society. Great care will be taken that the new society in no way 
encroaches on the special province of the older one, to which it may 
possibly be a strength as a training-ground for new Fellows. 

" I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

"E. Walter Maunder. 

"Hyde-house, Ulundi-road, Blackheath, August 14, 1890." 

"The following constitute the Provisional Committee: T. W. Backhouse, 
F.R.A.S., Rev. John Bone, F.R.A.S., D. Booth, Miss Brown, G. Calver, 
F.R.A.S., G. S. Criswick, F.R.A.S., G. T. Davis, A. M. W. Downing, M.A., 
F.R.A.S., P. F. Duke, F.R.A.S., T. G. Elger, F.R.A.S., Rev. T. E. Espin, 
B.A., F.R.A.S., W. S. Franks, F.R.A.S., W. H. St. Quintin Gage, F.R.A.S., 
J. E. Gore, M.R.I.A., F.R.A.S., N. E. Green, F.R.A.S., H. Grattan Guinness, 
D.D., John Haswell, M.A., D.C.L., H. P. Hollis, B.A., F.R.A.S., Rev. F. 
Howlett, M.A., F.R.A.S., W. Huggins, LL.D., D.C.L., F.R.S., Mrs. Huggms, 
H. Ingall, F.R.A.S., Rev. S.J. Johnson, M.A., F.R.A.S., J. Harvey Jones, 
F.R.A.S., S. T. Klein, F.L.S., F.R.A.S., T. Lewis, F.R.A.S., Major E. E. 
Markwick, F.R.A.S., E. Walter Maunder, F.R.A.S., W. H. Maw, F.R.A.S., 
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Arthur Mee, F.R.A.S., W. H. S. Monck, M.A..F.R.A.S., Captain W. Noble, 
F.R.A.S., J. A. Westwood Oliver, James G. Petrie, F.R.A.S., C. L. Prince, 
F.R.A.S., W. Schooling, F.R.A.S., G. M. Seabroke, F.R.A.S., K. J. Tarrant, 
F.R.A.S., Rev. W. R. Waugh, F.R.A.S., and A. Stanley Williams, F.R.A.S." 

"This society has been formed to secure more thorough co- 
operation of astronomical observers throughout the country, and at 
the same time meet the wishes and requirements of many who, 
though taking a high interest in Astronomy, have found themselves 
precluded by one cause or another from joining the Royal Astronom- 
ical Society. Its leading features are as follows : 

" Membership : Open to all persons interested in Astronomy, 
ladies as well as gentlemen. 

"Headquarters: To be fixed in London. 

" Objects : The association of observers, especially the possessors 
of small telescopes, for mutual help, and their organization in the 
work of astronomical observation. The circulation of current astro- 
nomical information. The encouragement of a popular interest in 
astronomy. 

" Methods : The arrangement of memoers for the work of observ- 
ing in sections or departments of observation, under experienced 
directors. The publication, at short and regular intervals, of a jour- 
nal containing reports of the society's meetings and of its observing 
sections; papers by members; and notes on current Astronomy. 
The holding of meetings, not only in London, but also at provincial 
centers, wherever the number of members justifies it and the mem- 
bers themselves desire it." 

Notice concerning the Miscellaneous Stars Observed with 
the Repsold Meridian-Circle of the Lick Observatory. 

The meridian-circle is regularly employed by Professor Schae- 
berle in the observation of stars, of which a list has been given in 
Publ. A. S. P., vol. II, p. 27. 

The circle is also employed from time to time in determining the 
places of stars used for comparisons with comets, planets, etc. For 
such stars provisional places are derived as accurately as possible 
with our present knowledge of the constants (refraction, division- 
error, flexure, etc.), and these provisional places, if published now, 
may be of use to other observers. 

The following list is the first installment of such observations. It 
is to be understood as giving provisional places only. It is our inten- 
tion at a future time to bring all such lists, after revision, into a cat- 



